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all, to crush the ambition of Charles of Anjou, he helped to
prepare the Sicilian Vespers (March 1282), In the end he
did thereby, it is true, succeed in holding the West in check,
but, when he died in 1282, he left the Empire in an anxious
situation. Too exclusively preoccupied by his Latin policy,
he had been neglectful of Asia; the danger from the Turks
was becoming more and more menacing. By allowing, for
financial reasons, the Empire's system of defence to become
disorganized and by transporting to Europe the best Asiatic
troops, Michael VIII at the end of his reign, in the words of a
Byzantine chronicler, had lost almost the whole of Anatolia.
Thus his undeniable successes were dearly bought. And
although his reign seemed to mark for the Empire the
beginning of a renaissance, decadence was to follow, swift
and irremediable. It has been said, not without reason, that
Michael Palaeologus 'was the first and also the last powerful
Emperor of restored Byzantium'.
Ill
The sovereigns who succeeded Michael VIII were, in fact,
nearly all mediocre: and this was a primary cause of the
monarchy's weakness.  Andronicus II (1282-1328) was a
well-educated prince, eloquent, devoted to learning, and very
pious, but weak, and susceptible to every influence, especially
to that of his second wife, Yolande de Montferrat. He was
devoid of any political qualities.  It has been justly said of
him that he 'had been destined by nature to become a pro-
fessor of theology; chance placed him on the throne of
Byzantium7. Andronicus III (1328-41) was intelligent, but
frivolous, restless, and fond of his pleasures. After him the
throne passed to his son John V, a child of scarcely eleven
years, and this minority was the cause of prolonged distur-
bances, which had at least the happy result of bringing to the
throne John VI Cantacuzenus (i347-55)? the Onl7 reall7
remarkable prince that Byzantium had in the fourteenth
century.   He made an energetic attempt to restore the
Empire. Too intelligent not to understand that the glorious
days of domination could return no more, he realized that
'what Byzantium had lost whether in material power, terri-
tory, finance, military strength,  or economic prosperity,